died. No one in his family had ever had illnesses suggesting abnormalities of the urea cycle.
Laboratory tests included a normal brain computerised tomogram (CT), blood count, and serum electrolytes. A traumatic lumbar puncture done on admission had a normal opening pressure. The cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) contained 900 fresh red blood cells per mm3, 5 lymphocytes per mm3, 250 mg per dl protein, 150 mg per dl glucose, and sterile bacterial and fungal cultures. The SGOT level was 114 milli-International Units per ml (mIU/ml) (normal 9 to 41) and lactic dehydrogenase (LDH) level was 800 mIU/ml (normal 60 to 100). Total serum bilirubin was normal. Toxicology studies demonstrated moderate salicylate levels in the blood, but no toxins. Case 2 An 18 year old waitress with no previous health problems became ill with influenza. Two To determine how often central nervous system Our two cases of Reye's syndrome in adults emphasise that the disease is not confined to children. The syndrome occurs in infants,"11-3 as well as adults.9 14 30 The diagnosis must, therefore, be considered in patients of all ages who suddenly develop vomiting, seizures, and coma, particularly during an influenza epidemic.
